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The only true voyage of discovery is 
not to go to new places, but to 
have other eyes.

Marcel Proust
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Computer Chronicles: 1990 
www.archive.org/details/inputdevices

Elographics

MicroTouch

“Natural !!!”



PLATO IV terminal with touch‐screen enabled plasma display. (circa 1972‐74).  
Photo courtesy of the Archives of the University of Illinois, Urban Champaign.
Found in RS: 39/2/20, Box COL 13, Folder COL 13‐13 Computer Ed. Research Lab / PLATO 1952‐74



Herot, C.  & Weinzapfel, G.  (1978). One-Point Touch Input of Vector 
Information from Computer Displays, Computer Graphics, 12(3), 210- 
216. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMkYfd0sOLM

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMkYfd0sOLM


Apollo Workstation (1981) 



Wolfeld, Jeffrey A. (1981). Real Time Control of a Robot Tactile Sensor. MSc Thesis.

 

Philadelphia:
Moore School of Electrical Engineering.

8 x 8 array of sensors in a 4”

 

x 4‘”

 

pad 

http://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1713&context=cis_reports


Krueger, Myron, W.  (1983) 
Krueger, Gionfriddo & 
Hinrichsen, (1985)





Buxton, W., Hill, R. & Rowley, P. (1985)
Lee, S., Buxton, W. & Smith, K.C. (1985)



Photonics (1986)



Sensor Cube (1988)

Paul McAvinney
Sensor Cube (1988)



Simon.  IBM & Bell South(1993) 

A Smartphone





Palm Pilot(1996)



Portfolio Wall(1993)



Buxton & Myers (1986)



Graspable UI.  Fitzmaurice, Ishii, Buxton(1996)



Active Desk
University of Toronto (1992/94)





Gustav
 Demo







Natural UI

It’s as simple as nature herself!
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